Touching the Ark
When Steven Spielberg made Raiders of the Lost Ark in 1981, we were intrigued by the disappearance of the ark and the mystical powers it might possess. What would it be like to actually find the Ark of the Covenant? I can assure you that if we had the ark today, you would not want to touch it!  
When David tried to bring back the ark to Jerusalem, after it had been taken by the Philistines twenty years prior (1 Sam. 7:1-2), he had it placed on a new cart for safe travel (2 Sam. 6:3). As they traveled, “Uzzah put out his hand to the ark of God and took hold of it, for the oxen stumbled. Then the anger of the Lord was aroused against Uzzah, and God struck him there for his error; and he died there by the ark of God” (2 Sam. 6:6-7). 
The reason Uzzah died was because God had declared that no one was to touch the ark (Num. 4:15). It was to be holy and sacred to the people as a symbol of the covenant He had with them. It was through this ark that sacrifice was made for sin and where God would dwell (Exo. 25:18-22). This was not something to take lightly nor was it to be handled as any other object.  
When men think they can do whatever they want in religion, without any risk of being wrong, and think God will receive just any plan of salvation, any form of worship, or any function in the church, they are acting as carelessly as Uzzah. The fact that God does not strike us down must not be interpreted as His approval of our conduct. He is patient with us to give us time to repent (2 Pet. 3:3-9). Therefore, let us show a genuine respect for God by “rightly dividing the word of God” (2 Tim. 2:15). If we cannot find authority for all that we do in religion, we should not do it. “Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord” (Col. 3:17).  –Mike Thomas
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