Apple of God’s Eye
An interesting metaphor was used by God in describing His love for Israel — “He found him in a desert land and in the wasteland, a howling wilderness; He encircled him, He instructed him, He kept him as the apple of His eye” (Deut. 32:10). This beautiful phrase is repeated in Zechariah 2:8.

The “apple of the eye” is the pupil, as used in the New American Standard (“pupil of His eye,” Deut. 32:10). As you may know, the pupil is the black dot in the center of your eye, which constantly expands and contracts to control the amount of light given to the retina. Without the pupil restricting light rays, we would be blinded by the light and unable to distinguish between colors, distance, and shapes.  

To liken someone to the pupil of our eye is essentially saying “You’re all I see!” It conveys the idea of being focused on that person and giving them our full attention. In Israel’s case, it meant God’s protection from their enemies and development as a nation. King David appealed to God for as much when asking to be the apple of His eye (Psa. 17:8). 

God wants us to consider His word the apple of our eye. “Keep my commands and live, and my law as the apple of your eye. Bind them on your fingers; Write them on the tablet of your heart” (Pro. 7:2-3).  This is implied in the command— “seek those things which are above” (Col. 3:1). Our mind’s eye needs to be filled with an intense focus to know, love, obey, and be with Christ.

In turn, God promises to give His undivided attention to the Christian. As with Israel, He views us with as much concern and passion as He did them. Though the “apple of His” eye is not stated specifically in the New Testament, we can know we are important to Him. He still sees His people. “For the eyes of the LORD are on the righteous, and His ears are open to their prayers; but the face of the LORD is against those who do evil” (1 Pet. 3:12).  
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