Did the Apostles Preach to Every Person?
“...the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.” (Colossians 1:23) 


At first glance, we might interpret Paul’s words to mean the apostles taught every individual in the world by the time of the Colossian letter (A.D. 62). But this does not seem reasonable in light of other scriptures.


For one, Paul asked the Colossians to pray that he might find others to teach (4:3). This doesn’t seem likely if every person under heaven had already heard the gospel. Granted, the gospel had reached every corner of the world by this time, as evidenced by slaves obeying it (Philemon 10). But there were still some who needed to be taught individually, for which Paul prayed. In what way then was the gospel was preached to every creature under heaven?


Perhaps we can compare what the apostles did with the gospel to what men have done with the Internet. We recognize it as the World Wide Web even though every person in the world has not used it. It’s not World-Wide because every person has been on it. It’s the “www” because it has the potential to be accessed and used globally by anyone who wants it. Likewise, by A.D. 62 the apostles had made the gospel available to the entire world, even though every single person had not heard it. Anyone could learn it in their own language if they wanted it. This was according to Jesus’ prophecy that the Temple would not be destroyed until the gospel was preached in all the world (Matthew 24:14).  The apostles did this by time of the Colossian letter, with eight years to spare.


Imagine that. Without the internet, television, radio or newspapers, the apostles spread the message of the gospel into all the world. How determined are we to “preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus”? (Colossians 1:28).   
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