Do Animals Have Souls?
In an article by CBS News, dated Nov. 4, 2009, Laura Hobgood-Oster said, “Traditionally, conventional Christians believe that only humans have redeemable souls, but a growing number of congregations from Massachusetts to Texas to California are challenging that assertion with regular pet blessings and, increasingly, pet-centric services.” This belief is reflected in churches now including pets in their worship services “to address their spirituality.” 

It is stories like these that cause me to question the validity of the Twilight Zone; where I wake up on a different planet than what is reality. I guess I shouldn’t be surprised since there is more concern in our nation about saving the dolphin than in protecting the human in the womb, but it’s still shocking nonetheless to hear of people guiding animals in worship. I can only imagine what they do when a dog comes forward!
So how about it friends? Do gerbils and hamsters need the saving blood of Christ? Are cats and pigeons at risk of hell fire and damnation for not repenting of sin (Acts 17:30)? Must Fido make the great confession before he dies (Rom. 10:9, 10)? Can Fluffy be baptized for salvation (Acts 2:38; 22:16)? As you consider these questions, listen carefully for the piano playing in the background…as you enter the Twilight Zone.
Man and animal are alike in that we are both breathing, earthly creatures that will eventually die, but beyond that there is no similarity. Humans are made in the image of God, animals are not (Gen. 1:26, 27). As living creatures, we all will return to the dust from which we came, but those in the image of God will return to Him to give account (Eccl. 12:7, 14). Animals will not face this Judgment because they are incapable of maturing to choose between sin and righteousness, as with humans (2 Cor. 5:10).  
While pets can be great companions in life, and should be treated with respect (Pro. 12:10), they are not man’s equal (Gen. 1:28). “Who knows the spirit of the sons of men, which goes upward, and the spirit of the animal, which goes down to the earth?” (Eccl. 3:21). Are you ready for that Day? –Mike Thomas
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