American Revolution a Sin?
 
We know God tells Christians to submit to civil governments by obeying the laws of the land (Rom. 13:1-7), so is it a sin when citizens revolt against their government? Particularly, was it a sin for Christians to participate in America’s Revolution against Great Britain?  
Whenever we discuss “human rights,” we need to remember that the hierarchy of authority over mankind begins in heaven, and not earthly governments. That is, mankind’s primary responsibility is to “fear God and keep His commandments” (Eccl. 12:13), regardless of what earthly rulers may demand. Peter said it best, “We ought to obey God rather than man” (Acts 5:29). His oppressors wanted him to cease preaching the authority of Jesus, but he obeyed God instead of men. The time may come in this country when it is “illegal” to preach the authority of Jesus against homosexuality, Islam, evolution, and issues similar to these. Shame on the Christians who will not stand opposed to men when that time comes!
The Bible is filled with noble examples of people who obeyed God instead of men when earthly governments were demanding disobedience to God. The Hebrew midwives disobeyed Pharaoh’s command to kill Hebrew boys at birth (Exo. 1:17); Rahab rebelled against the king by hiding the Israelite spies (Josh. 2:1-4); Obadiah refused to deliver the prophets of God to Jezebel (1 Kings 18:4); Daniel kept praying when it violated Median law (Dan. 6:7, 10); the Hebrews would not obey Nebuchadnezzar’s command to worship a golden image (Dan. 3:18). Clearly, we are to obey God at all times, even if it requires civil disobedience. 
Was that the case in the American Revolution? Were they opposing human tyranny in an effort to obey God instead of man? The accounts of the Colonists seem to support that conclusion. More specifically, some saw the Revolution as an effort to defend themselves against tyranny. Simeon Howard, in a sermon delivered to the Boston Artillery Company in 1773, said, “Self-preservation is one of the strongest, and a universal principle of the human mind...it was not the design of this divine institution [Christianity, mt] to take away from mankind the natural right of defending their liberty, even by the sword.” 
The Declaration of Independence states, 
We hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness. . . whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive to these Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its Foundation on such Principles.
I, for one, am thankful for those who had the courage and conviction to take such a stand, but you must weigh the evidence for yourself (Acts 17:11). What we all must agree on is that our Pledge of Allegiance is always foremost to the Lord than to the land in which we live. I am thankful to be an American, but if the time should come when living peacefully in America means abandoning Christ, I hope I have the courage to say, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter…let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we worship the gold image which you have set up.”
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