Adultery or Abuse?
 
For all married women who read this article, would you prefer that your husband cheat on you in adultery or beat on you in an abusive relationship? For all husbands, would you rather your wife was lazy and inactive in the home or a spendthrift who won’t remain within the family budget? “I don’t want any of them!” is likely what we are thinking. And rightfully so. God doesn’t want any of them either, nor does He condone these sins. The philandering husband cannot justify his behavior by saying to his wife, “At least I don’t beat on you.” It’s not what he’s not doing that hurts; it’s the other form of betrayal that is the problem. Likewise, the irresponsible wife cannot say to her husband, “At least I don’t run around on you.” The lesson is obvious: a little righteousness does not cancel out other forms of unrighteousness.
He who has an ear, let him hear what I’m about to say. This principle of picking and choosing which forms of righteousness we want to obey extends well beyond the marriage relationship. We must not have this attitude in the church, either! 
The church that spends the Lord’s money in ways His word specifically forbids cannot justify their action by saying, “But look at all the good we do for God.” This is equivalent to an adulterous husband feeling good about himself for not beating on his wife. God specifically says that He does not want His money, which is the money given to Him in worship (1 Cor. 16:1-2), being spent on just any activity (1 Tim. 5:16). He has limited the church’s money to helping needy saints (Acts 11:29; Rom. 15:25-26; 2 Cor. 8:4-5) and evangelism (Phil. 4:14-16; Rom. 15:24). It is also obvious that since He has commanded saints to assemble as a church for worship and to edify one another through teaching that the church’s money may be used to meet these needs as well (Eph. 4:11-16; Heb. 10:25). But nowhere in His word will you find authority to use the church’s money to send kids to summer camp, to pay the utility bills of people in the community, or to provide recreational facilities. If anything, when it came to church-sponsored social activities, God specifically assigned those responsibilities to individual Christians, and not the local church (1 Cor. 11:22, 34). 
Nevertheless some respond, “But look at all the positive things that come from these works of kindness!” My good brethren, do you not realize how many times this reasoning has been defeated in the Bible? It gives a multitude of examples of those who thought they were doing good unto the Lord, only to learn they were guilty of sin for violating His will (Lev. 10:1-3; 1 Sam. 15:18-24; 2 Sam. 6:6-7). It is a well-established Bible fact that “the way of man is not in himself; it is not in man who walks to direct his own steps (Jer. 10:23). We cannot rely on human reasoning to determine God’s will. 
If we can see the importance of husbands and wives being faithful to their mates in all things, we can see the importance of respecting all of God’s will in Christianity, from salvation to worship to morality to the work of the church. There is never a right way to sin. 
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