200 Years from Now
We are all aware of the bicentennial celebration taking place in honor of Hartford’s birth. Just shortly after this nation declared its independence from England, some pioneers made their way to this part of the country and established Hartford. There were hard times, no doubt, as they fought the challenges of establishing a new settlement. But 200 years later, we drive the paved streets of Hartford in comfortable cars– unaware of those who once called this town their home. 
To put it into perspective how much time has passed since then, let us consider how many descendants you will have in 200 years. If each generation represents 25 years (that there is 25 years each between you, your children, and your grandchildren), your family will be in its 8th generation 200 years from now. The year will be 2208 and your great, great, great, great, great, great-grandchildren will be living in Hartford. What are some things that will be true then as they are now?

You will be forgotten. By the time your great-grandchildren (x6) enter this life, they won’t even know you even existed, let alone your name. Can you even name your great, great-grandfather? Life has a remarkable way of removing one generation to make room for another – leaving very little testimony of the lives of those who once occupied this planet. Solomon says it this way, “For there is no more remembrance of the wise than of the fool forever, since all that now is will be forgotten in the days to come. And how does a wise man die? As the fool!” (Eccl. 2:16). Very few have their names circulated in future generations; and those who do are usually kings, presidents, or religious leaders. And very few of them make it. This will especially be true of you and me. Our family won’t even know our name in 200 years, let alone that we even existed.

Your riches will have perished. By the year 2208 everything you have today will have decayed and rotted away. Things of a material nature do not endure. Every picture, every CD, every television, every car, every item you own will eventually turn to dust. Even the money you have in your wallet will eventually be destroyed. I mean really, how much of the money from 1808 is still in existence today? We might have a few things from that generation, but the greater part of what they considered to be of value is no longer in existence today.
So what’s the point of all this? It’s the same as Solomon concluded when he made these observations 3,000 years ago: (1) enjoy your life while you have it (Eccl. 9:9, 10) and (2) fear God and keep His commandments (12:13, 14). When your life is over, the only thing that will have mattered is whether or not you feared God and kept His word. That always has been and always will be the purpose of humanity, whether the year is 2008, 2208, or 8008! -- Mike Thomas
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