$100 to Attend Church
 
I have finally found the secret to getting wayward Christians to attend more church services: give them $100 every time they show up. There is no way they could ignore such a valuable offer. For every service they attend (Sunday morning, Sunday night, Wednesday night class, etc.), they get a crisp $100 bill. Not only would this take care of those dreaded church-time-maladies (illnesses that only show up when it’s time for church), it will also motivate people to invite more friends and relatives to services. With so much at risk and so much to lose, only a fool would choose not to attend worship services and Bible study when they are able. 
Unfortunately, though, the $100 bill will not help them in their relationship with God because He knows when people feel forced to attend services. He’s seen it all before in other people who were supposed to be His. When it was time for some of the Jews in Malachi’s day to show up for worship, their attitude was “Do I have to go?”. Specifically, “You also say, ‘Oh, what a weariness!’ and you sneer at it, says the LORD of hosts”(Mal. 1:13). They may have gathered for worship, but their heart wasn’t in it and their sacrifices were mediocre and unwanted. They attended because they had to attend, which did nothing for them in their relationship with God. In fact, God’s attitude was, “Who is there even among you who would shut the doors, so that you would not kindle fire on My altar in vain? I have no pleasure in you,” says the LORD of hosts, “Nor will I accept an offering from your hands” (v. 10). If they didn’t want to be at worship, He didn’t want to hear from them. God would have rather had someone close the doors to the temple than to hear the voice of unwanted worshippers. 
Dear Christian friend, why are you negligent in your worship of God? Why do you find the smallest of excuses to miss services, but won’t let the greatest of problems keep you from going to work or the grocery store every week? This is not good! You not only discourage your brethren who see your example of unfaithfulness, you tell God in no uncertain terms that He is not important to you. He sees through your excuses and knows what’s in your heart. He knows you don’t love Him. Is it really worth all the trouble to avoid public worship as He commands (Heb. 10:25)? While you’re out looking for the next excuse to miss church, you could be drawing closer to God through prayer, singing, preaching, giving, Bible study, and the Lord’s Supper. You wouldn’t miss services if you received $100 every time for attending, but what about your eternal soul? God is offering you the forgiveness of sin AND eternal life with Him for keeping your love and faith in Him. Can you find a better motivation not to forsake the assembly or Bible classes? 
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